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P R E F A C E 
The study of Mughal nobility has attracted a good 
deal of attention from scholars in recent years; two 
important works Satish Chandra's Parties and Politics at 
the Mughal Court (1707-17 40 A.D.) and M. Athar All's The 
Mughal Nobility Under Aaurangzeb have dealt with the 
nobility in the various phases of the Mughal empire. 
Important papers on various aspect of the working of 
nobility have also appeared in several' journals. 
However/ in the course of these studies it was 
noticed that some leading nobles and their families and 
clans were specially favoured by the Mughal emperors. Such 
nobles and their families and clans came to enjoy an 
important position at the Mughal Court; they were given 
high mansabs and important offices. They even played a 
crucial role in moulding the state policies. Several 
monographs and research papers have been published 
highlighting the role of such individual nobles and 
1. M. Athar Ali, The Apparatus of Empire. 
Satish Chandra, Malwa in Transition 
Afzal Husain, The Role of Family Groups of Nobles in 
Mughal politics (1558-1627). 
Afzal Khan/ Irani Nobility Under Shahjahan and Aurangzeb 
(unpublished). 
iv) 
families and clans of nobles. 
With the admission of the Rajputs in the Mughal 
nobility under Akbar and thereafter the main clans of 
Rajputana came to enjoy a unique position at the Mughal 
Court. A number of monographs and research papers 
highlighting the achievements of leading Rajput nobles and 
2 
their clans have also been published. 
1. Irfan Habib/'The family of Nurjahan during Jahangir's 
reign a Political study'. Medieval India -A 
Misc. Vol.I^Aligarh, 1969. 
,'The Political Role of Shaikh Ahmad 
Sirhindi and Shah Waliullah', Enquiry, 6. 
M. Athar Ali,'Provincial Governors Under Shahjahan -
An Analysis', Medieval India - A 
Misc. Vol. III. 
Iqtedar Alam Khan, 'Political Biography of a Mughal 
Noble Munim Khan Khanan'. 
_ ^ , Nobility Under Akbar and the 
Development of his Religious Policy. 
Afzal Husain, 'Growth of Irani Elements in Akbar's 
Nobility', Proceedings of the Indian History 
Congress, 1975. 
Ahsan Raza Khan, 'Gradation of Nobility Under Babur', 
Islamic Culture, Vol. XI, No.l, January, 1986. 
U.N.Upadhay, Hindu Nobility Under the Mughals, 
(Unpublished). 
2. Satish Chandra, Marwar Under Jaswant Singh (1658-1678 
A.D. ) 
Ahsan Raza Khan,Chieftains in the Mughal Empire During 
the Reign of Akbar. 
Rajiv Narain Prasad, Raja Man Singh of Amber. 
Rafaqat Ali Kha;i,The Kachhwahas Under Akbar and Jahangir. 
G.D. Sharraa, Rajput Polity : A Study of Politics and 
Administratis of the State of Marwar (Delhi, 1977). 
K.K. trivedi, ' Rajput Clans in the Mughal Nobility: 
The Bundela Case (-I.H.C), Bhubaneswar, 1977. 
The Bundelas who belonged to one of the traditional 
thirty six clans of Rajputs played an important role 
during the Mughal period specially under Jahangir.But they 
have not received adequate attention of the scholars. With 
the sole exception of B.D. Gupta's Life and Times of 
Maharaja Chhatrasal Bundela no other work have been 
published on any of the Bundela chiefs so far. 
Keeping in view the importance of the study of the 
Bundela chiefs, in the present work we have attempted to 
prepare a biography of Bir Singh Bundela. 
1 
CHAPTER - I 
Bundelkhand an Introduction 
Bundelkhand lies between the river Yamuna on the 
north/ Jabalpur and Sagar divisions of Madhya Pradesh on 
the South, and river Sindh on the west and north-west and 
2 
the river Tons and Vindya (Mirzapur) hills on the east. 
In the medieval period, most of the region of Bundelkhand 
comprised slope hills and was covered with forest. The 
land, thus was not fertile and suitable for agricultural 
purposes. It recevied comparatively very low rainfall. 
Although rivers like Betwa, Dhasan and their tributaries 
passed through Bundelkhand, but these were not very useufl 
for irrigation because they remained dry for most part of 
the year. The main source of irrigation and drinking water 
were tanks and the lakes whether manmade or natural. Such 
1. A tributory of the Yamuna river, rises in Malwa near 
Sironj. 
2. History of the Bundelas, W.R. Pagson, reprint, 
Calcutta, 1928, p. 130; Statistical, Descriptive and 
Historical Account of the North-Western Provinces of 
India (Bundelkhand series), E.T. Atkinson, Vol. I, 
Allahbad, 1876, p. 01; Annals and Antiquities of 
Rajasthan or the Central Western Rajput States of 
India, Vol. I, reprint, Delhi, 1978, p., 01; Tribes and 
Castes of the Central Provinces of India, R.V. Russell 
and Hira Lai, Vol.IV, reprint, Delhi, 1975, p. 438; To 
Canningham, the Western limits of this region had been 
upto the river Betwa(The Ancient Geography of India , 
ed., Surendranath Majumdar Sastri, Calcutta, 1924, 
Vol. I, p. 555); Irwine limits the Western boundry to 
the river Sindh (W. Irwine, Later Mughals, ed. J. 
Sarkar, reprint, Delhi, 1971, Vol. II, p. 216). 
2 
a topography restricted the economic growth of the region 
and compelled the inhabitants to depend upon their 
neighbours for their livelihood. Even the Bundela chiefs 
used to attack neighbouring fertile territories, mainly of 
the Gond chiefs, to acquire riches. This practice seems to 
have greatly affected their prestige and apprantly this 
was the reason of their being looked down by the wealthy 
Rajputs of Rajputana (of Ajmer suba of the Mughals). 
Although they had large areas under their possession but 
due to lack of resources they could not maintain large 
contingent of regular military retainers, and as a 
consequence they could not become even the leading 
military power in Central India. Because of that they were 
not considered important enough to merit any great 
attention of the Sultans of Delhi and the Mughals. The 
imperial authorities took action against them when they 
attacked their territories. 
Ancestory of the Bundelas 
The Bundelas belonged to Gaharwar tribe of 
1. For details See, Statistical, Descriptive and 
Historical Account of North-Western Provices of Ihdia, 
Vol. I, pp. 2-5; Sher Shah and His Times, Qanunqo, 
pp. 429-30. 
3 
Rajputs. They established their rule in the Bundelkhand 
2 
region with their capital at Garh Kurar in the later half 
of the thirteenth century when the Chandel power was in 
The Masirul-Umara/ tr. H. Beveridgey Vol. 1/ part 1/ 
Second edition, p. 105; The imperial Gazetteer of India. 
ed. Sir Herbert Risley and N.S. Meyer, Vol. IX, 
reprint, pp. 6 9-7 0; W. Crooke, The Tribes and Castes 
of the North-western Provinces and Oudh, reprint 
Delhi, 1974, p. 163. Taking into account Mirzapur 
tradition. Crooke mentions that the Bundelas are 
descendents of a family of Gaharwar Rajputs, of 
village Gaura, near Bindhachal. Of their ancestors one 
took service with the Raja of Panna, an independent 
state between Banda and Jabalpur. The Raja died 
childless, and Gaharwar advanturer took possession of 
his fort. They treated themselves superior to other 
Rajput clans like Baghelas, Bars Gaur, Umath or Sengar 
who are known as Sakuri group. Cf., Tribes and Castes 
ofthe Central Provinces of India, Vol. IV, pp. 412-38. 
The Bundelas held an inferior position and were of 
impure blood among the other trational Rajputs who are 
divided into thirty six great clans or races; Jhansi 
Gazetteer, compiled and edited by D.L. Drake-Brackman, 
reprint, Allahabad, 1929, p. 175; Also See, K.K. 
Trivedi, 'Rajpt Clans in the Mughal Nobility. The 
Bundela Case; IHC Bhubaneshwar, 1977. 
2. Journal of Asiatic Society of Bengal, part I, 1881,pp. 
44-45; Orchha Gazetteer, pp. 9-15; Imperial Gazetteer 
of India Vol. IX, p. 137. The Khangars who were the 
servants of the Chandelas built the fort Kurar. When 
the Bundelas came to power in thirteenth century in 
this region they expelled the Khangars; Jhansi 
Gazetteer, vol. XXIV, p. 187, The Bundelas occupied 
the fort in 1228 AD. 
1 
the process of decline. 
From Raja Pancham, the founder of Bundela Kingdom, 
2 
(last quarter of 12th century A.D.) to Raja Malkhan Singh, 
ten Bundela rulers namely Bir, Arjunpal, Birbal/ Sohanpal 
(d. 1299), Sahjendra (1299-1336), Nanak Deo (1336-1360), 
Prithviraj (1360-1400) Medipal (1400-1415), Arjun Dev and 
3 
lastly Malkhan (d. 1507) ruled over Bundelkhand. He was 
probably the first Bundela chief who came into conflict 
4 . . 
with the Sultants of Delhi. According to local tradition 
1. Archaeological Survey of India, Vol. II, p. 4 53; 
Imperial Gazetteer of India, Vol. IX, pp. 69-70; 
Jhansi Gazetteer, Vol. XXIV, p. 175; Annals and 
Antiquities of Rajasthan, Vol. I, p. 96; Tribes and 
Castes of the Central Provinces of India, Vol. IV, p. 
438; Uttar PTadesh District Gazetteer of Jhansi, by 
Esha Basant Joshi, Vol. XXIV, Lucknow, 1965, pp. 
31-35; Also See, The Life and Times of Maharaja 
Chhatrasal Bundela, p. 03. 
2. Imperial Gazetteer of India, Vol. IX, p. 70; The 
Tribes and Castes of the North-Western Provinces and 
Oudh, Vol. II, p. 163, The Bundelkhand branch claims 
themselves to be the descendent of Pancham, Raja of 
Benaras; Tribes and Castes of the Central Provinces of 
India, Vol. IV, p. 438. 
3. Chhatra Prakash by Gore Lai Purohit tr. Pagson under 
the title History of the Bundelas, p. 4-8; Orchha 
Gazetteer, pp. 11-12; Journal of Asiatic Society of 
Bengal, 1902, p. 103. 
4. Jhansi Gazetteer, Vol. XXIV, p. 190; Cf. Eastern 
States(Bundelkhand) Gazetteer, p. 17, the date of 
death of Raja Malkhan is wrongly mentioned in 1501 
A.D. 
5 
Malkhan Singh fought a battle with Bahlol Lodi in 1482. 
Although the result of the battle is not clearly known, 
but possibly he did not accept the over lordship of the 
2 
Lodis. Rudra Pratap, who succeeded his father, Malkhan 
3 
Singh in 1507 was the filrst important Bundela ruler. He 
considerably increased the territorial limits of his 
kingdom taking advantage of the weak position of the Delhi 
Sultanate on the eve of Babur's invasion. He is said to 
. 4 have annexed some portion of the kingdom of Ibrahim Lodi. 
After the conquest of Northern India by Babur, it appears 
that Rudra Pratap accepted the overlordship of the Mughals 
and Babur left him without disturbing his position.In 1531 
1. Imperial Gazetteer of India, Vol. IX, p. 7 0; Eastern 
States(Bundelkhand) Gazetteer, p. 17; Jhansi~ 
Gazetteer, Vol. XXIV, p. 190, the Specific date of 
battle is mentioned. 
2. Eastern States (Bundelkhand) Gazetteer, p. 17; 
Imperial Gazetteer, Vol. IX, p. 70; Jhansi Gazetteer, 
p. 190. 
3. Imperial Gazetteer of India, Vol. IX, p. 70; Jhansi 
Gazetteer, XXIV, p. 190; Cf. Eastern 
States(Bundelkhand) Gazetteer, the date of accession 
of Rudra Pratap is mentioned in 1501. 
Jhansi GAzetteer, Vol. XXIV, p. 190. 
4. Baburnama, tr. Annettee Susannah Beveridge, Vol. II, 
second edition, 1979, pp. 590-92; In January 1528, 
Babur paid a visit to Kachwa (Khajuraho) in 
Bundelkhand region where he was welcomed by the local 
chiefs of the region. This clearly suggests that Rudra 
Pratap was recognised by Babur as ruler of Orchha. 
AD. he founded the city of Orchha and made it a great 
military station. 
Bharti Chand ascended to the throne of Orchha in 
1531 after the death of Rudra Pratap. For about a decade 
Bharti Chand ruled without any trouble apparentely on 
account of friendly relation with the Mughal. But after 
the overthrow of the Mughals (1540) Sher Shah sent an army 
against the Bundelas with the twin objectives of punishing 
them of having friendly relations with the Mughals and 
2 
extending boundaries of his kingdom. The Bundelas offered 
resistance 
very strong/and it appears that the Sur army was not very 
successful in its objectives. In 1545 when Sher Shah 
1. Eastern States (Bundelkhand) Gazetteer, p. 17; Orchha 
GAz./ p. 17; Jhansi Gazetteer, Vol. XXIVy p. 190; Cf. 
Imperial Gazetteer of India, Vol. XIV, p. 137; The 
City of Orchha was founded by Bharti Chand, the 
successor of Rudra Pratap. Orchha is on the left bank 
of the river Betwa, 8 mile South of Jhansi district. 
2. Masirul-Umara, tr. H. Beneridge, Vol. II, part I, p. 
37; It only refers that a number of battles between 
the Sur rulers, Sher Shah and Islam Shah, and the 
Bundelas, Bharti Chand and his brother Madhukar Sah, 
were fought. But it fails to provide any detail of the 
battles and their consequences. It shows that the Surs 
were not very successful against the Bundelas becaiuse 
of their strong opposition. Similarly, during the 
reign of Humayun no battle between the Mughals and the 
Bundelas is reported. Thus, one may assume that the 
cordial relation established by Babur with the chief 
of Bundelkhand was maintained during the period of 
Humayun also; Jhansi Gazetteer, Vol.XXIV, p. 101. Cf. 
Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteer of Jhansi, Vol. XXIV, 
p.. 41, The name Rudra Pratap is an error in place of 
Bharti Chand. The former is wrongly mentioned to have 
waged wars throughout his reign against Sher Shah and 
Islam Shah. He had already died in 1531 AD. 
marched on to Kalinjar, held by Kirat Singh, the Baghela 
chief, he also attempted to conquer neighbouring Bundela 
territory. But against the stiff resistance offered by 
Bharti Chand and his brother Madhukar Sah, Sher Shah 
retreated and concentrated on Kalinjar. After the 
accidental death of Sher Shah (1545), at Kalinjar, Islam 
Shah also made several attempts to punish and extend 
imperial territory into Bundelkhand. But all these 
2 
attempts faild. From this it becomes quite clear that 
Bundela chiefs had considerably strengthen their positon 
by first half of the sixteenth century. 
1. Tarikh-i-Sher Shahi, tr. Brahmadeva Prasad Ambashthya, 
reprint, Patna, 1974, pp. 716-18, mentiones that in 
course of his seige of Kalinjar Sher Shah tried to 
penetrate into the Bundelkhand region. Qanungo also 
writes that Sher Shah discussed with Shujat Khan, his 
favourite noble, to reduce Bundelkhand after the 
conquest of the Deccan (Life and Times of Sher Shah, 
p. 422). It appears that Sher Shah sent many 
despatches of his army to conquer Bundelkhand during 
his seige of the fort of Kalinjar. As he was 
fundamentally busy in the conquest of the fort with 
the main body of his troops he would have sent only 
part of it to crush the power of the Bundelas wh ich 
they could have resisted without much difficulties, 
the Surs failed to achieve great success. From the 
above intension of Sher Shah it appears that he might 
have brought the whole of Bundelkhand into his octroi 
if he had not lost his life at Kalinjar; 
Masirul-Umara, Vol. II, part I, p. 105; Jhansi 
Gazetteer, p.' 191, has wrongly mentioned the Baghela 
chief. Raja Bharti Chand of Bhatt, as Bundela Chief 
Bharti Chand. It becomes evident from the Akbarnama 
(tr. Beveridge, Vol. II, reprint, 1979, pp. 498-99) 
that in 1569 Akbar's Commander Majnun Khan Qaqshal 
beseiged Kalinjar held by Raja Ram Chand, the Baghela 
ruler of Bhatt, who during the Afghan trouble had 
purchased the for a heavy sum from Bijli Khan. Also 
see, Tabqut-i-Akbari, tr., B. DE. ed., Beni Prasad, 
Vol. II, reproduced, 1992, pp. 595-'96. 
2. Masirul-Umara, Vol. II, Part I, p. 105. 
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CHAPTER - II 
RAJA MADHDKAR SAH 
(1554-92) 
Raja Madhukar Sah ascended the throne of Orchha in 
1554 A.D., following the death of his elder brother, 
Bharti Chand. From the local history of Bundelkhand, it 
appears that, at this time he had under his possession the 
parqanas of Mau Mahewa, Pandra, Haraspur (in Jhansi)/ 
2 
Dun^ -^arpur (in Datia), Katera, Megawan and Jundra. The 
Bundelas (Bharti Chand & Madhukar Sah) were able to bring 
such large territories under their sway mainly because of 
the civil war conditions prevailing in the Sur Kingdom 
after the death of Sher Shah. 
Raja Madhukar, according to local source also 
fought several battles against Mughal forces durig the 
early years of Akbar's reign and captured many 
neighbouring Mughal territories. The Imperial army under 
the command of Nizam Khan, Ali Quli Khan and Jam Quli Khan 
was defeated by him at Chelarat, Baroni and Bharner. As a 
consequence of these victories many neighbouring areas of 
3 
Mughal territories came under the Bundelas. Although no 
1. Notes of Blochman, Ain-i-Akbari/ Vol. I, p. 546; 
Masirul-Umara Vol. II, part 1/ p. 105. Bharti Chand 
was childless and hence no opposition on the 
succession of Raja Madhukar is reported after former's 
death in 1554. 
2 The Central Indian State Gazetteer series, Eastern 
States, Bundelkhand Division (LUcknow, 1907), Vol. 
VI-A, p. 17. 
3. Jhansi Gazetteer, Vol. XXIV, p. 192; The names can 
hardly be identified. 
contemporary source refers to these compaigns but the 
Masirul-Umara in a way fully corroborates the compaigns and 
victories in following words: "He (Raja Madhukar) became 
famous by his skill, diplomacy, courage and bravery and 
surpassed his ascestors. In course of time he seiged* many 
places in the neighbourhood. As a result of his large 
property, following and the increased territories, he 
became proud and challanged Akbar's authority." He also 
occupied a greater portion of Gondwana region during the 
2 
same period. A comparative study of the territories held 
by Madhukar in 1554 and in 1592, when he expired, further 
substantiate our contention. 
1. Masirul-Umara, Vol. II, part I, pp. 106-7; Also see. 
Imperial Gazetteer of India, Vol. XIV, p. 137. 
2. Zakhirat-ul-Khawanin, Ms. of Shaikh Farid Bhakhari, 
Vol. Ill, ed. Dr. Syed Moinul Haq, Karanchi, 1970, p. 
60. 
At the time of his accession, Madhukar Sah held the 
Parganas of Mau Mahewa, Pandra, Haraspur (in Jhansi), 
Dungarpur (in Datia), Katera, Megawan and Kundra under 
his possession. By 1592, when he died, beside above 
said territories he had included parganas of Pichor, 
Kachhoa, Paharia, Gaur and Shivpur or Sipri in his 
Kingdom.(The Central India State Gazetteer SEries, 
Eastern States, Bundelkhand Division Vol VI-A, pp. 
17-19. 
10 
But inspite of strong position of Raja Madhukar and 
the difficult situation with wh ich the Mughal empire was 
faced, Akbar appears to have made no attempt to establish 
friendly relation with the Bundelas. Although the Bundelas 
were one of the earliest local chiefs to have accepted the 
overlordship of Babur and apparently continued doing so 
under Humayun . 
Mughal empire was faced with grave crisis because 
of Humayun's sudden death and the minority of Akbar. The 
first four years of Akbar's reign were conducted by Bairam 
Khan, emperor having no role to play. Bairam Khan saved 
the Mughal empire by his bold policies but a large number 
of nobles remained unhappy with him. Ultimately he was 
overthrown in 1560 and the emperor took the reins of 
2 Government in his hands. But the senior Turani nobles 
started behaving arrogantly and there were frequent 
rebellions by them. This made the securing of some 
indigenous support imparative for the young Emperor. 
Although certain Afghan chiefs had surrendered the Mughals 
they could not be safely relied upon specially when other 
Afghan chiefs were still defying the Mughal authority. The 
1. Op . Cit. 
2. Chieftains During the Mughal Period Under Akbar, Ahsan 
Raza Khan. 
11 
only alternative was to explore the possibility of 
obtaining support from the Rajputs and the Indian Muslims. 
The admission of these elements into Mughal sevice became 
an important part of Akbar's policy. As is well known^ in 
1562 on his first visit to Ajmer Akbar married Bhar Mai's 
daughter and admitted in his service Bhagwan Das and Man 
Singh/ son and grandson of Bhar Mai. After that other 
houses of Rajputs also joined Mughal service although this 
2 
process took sometime. It is howyer significant to note 
that Akbar or for that matter Raja Madhukar took no 
initative in establishing friendly relations with the 
Bundela, although as mentioned above Rudra Pratap and 
Bharti Chand has accepted the overlordship of Babur and 
Humayun. 
Although the Bundelas had considerably strengthened 
their position in the region of Bundelkhand during the 
first half of the sixteenth century. But, it appears, they 
had yet not become so powerful to pose any great threat 
to the Mughal authority or its stability. During the 
period under review the Mughal empire under Akbar was 
1. 'Nobility UNder Akbar and the Development of his 
Religious policy (1560-80)' by Iqtedar Alam Khan, 
Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, 1968, p. 29. 
'2. 'Rajput Clans in the Mughal Nobility: The Bundela 
Case' K.K. Trivedi, Bhubaneswar, IHC, 1977. 
12 
passing through a very critical phase. On the one hand his 
own nobility, as said above, (mainly Turani) was behaving 
very arrogantly demanding his immediate attention and on 
the other hand Akbar was also anxious to conquer at least 
all those areas which had been part of Mughal Empire under 
his grand father Babur and father Humayun. For example, 
the whole of the eastern India was under the Afghans, 
Malwa and Gujrat had dependent ruling dynasties and 
similarly the whole of Rajputana had become independent. 
Akbar, as briefly mentioned above, no doubt wedded the 
help of some local elements to bring his nobility under 
imperial control and also in his plan of conquest and 
consolidation. With these ends in his mind he admitted two 
local elements-Indian Muslims (Shaikhazadas) and Rajputs 
in his nobility. Among the Indian Muslim only members of 
leading families of mystics and powerful local chiefs were 
considered for service, (the Afghans were just not 
considered for any appointment for major part of his reign 
2 among 
because of their hostility to the Mughal). Similarly/ 
1- See, Chieftains During the Mughal Period Under Akbar; 
'Nobility Under Akbar and the Development of his 
Religious Policy (1560-80)'. 
2. See, The Emperor's Relation with Nobility Under Akbar 
and Jahangir', Afzal Husain, IHC, Bhubaneswar, 1977. 
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KajtJUts only the well known clans (mainly from Suba Ajmer) 
were admitted and favoured for promotions and important 
job. The Bundelas in .gpite of their unique positon in 
Bundelkhand region were not admitted to the Mughal service 
during this period. Although- the family records of the 
Bundelas and local histories, as mentioned above refers to 
several skirmishes having taken place between them and 
the Mughal army during these early years of Akbar's reign 
in which Bundelas were always successful. But in the 
absence of any contemporary source to substantiate these 
wars we can hardly make out any thing from this. Besides 
that the Bundelas were generally considered petty chiefs 
with very little resources at their command. Althou gh 
they claimed their descent from among the thirty six 
traditonal clans of Rajputs but apparently their claim was 
not very seriously accepted by the Rajputs of Ajmer suba. 
They were looked down and dispised as willy hill-men 
(Kohi). Even as a fighter the Bundelas were less resolute 
2 
o and very impatient of discipline. They also had n 
glorious traditon of their family to impress the Mughal 
authority. 
In these circumstances they were hardly useful for 
the Mughals. It appears, on these accounts, Akbar paid no 
1. Op . Cit. 
2. Sher Shah and His Times, p. 430. 
1 4 
attention towards Bundela in his early years when he 
admitted local elements in his nobility. Besides that the 
Indian Muslims and Rajputs who were admitted quite early 
may also have played a role as they held Bundelas in poor 
estimation. 
However, taking advantage of the rebellions (of the 
Mughal nobles) in whose suppression the Mughal armies 
were involved and later on the compaigns of conquest/ Raja 
Madhukar successfully extended the boundaries of his 
kingdom conquering the territories of other chiefs 
of Bundelkhand. He also made attempts to conquer 
2 
neighbouring imperial territories. 
It was only in 1573-74 A.D., that Akbar took a 
serious view of the activities of Raja Madhukar who had 
overran Sironj and Gwalior. An army under Syyid Mahmud 
Barha was sent against him. The Mughal officer claimed to 
have achieved a great victory over Raja Madhukar, but the 
1. 'The Nobility Under Akbar and the Development of his 
religious poliy, pp. 30-32-
2. Zakhirat-ul-Khawanan, Vol. Ill, p. 61; Masirul Umara, 
Vol. II, part I, pp. 106-7. 
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Raja could not be completely suppressed. 
In 1576 A.D. Raja Madhukar once again tried to 
occupy the neighbouring imperial territories. Sadiq Khan 
of Herat, Raja Askaran Kachwaha and other nobles at the 
head of a large army were dispatched to chastise him. It 
appears that at this stage Akbar wanted to offer some 
concessions to Raja Madhukar before starting the war 
against him, because he asked his commanders to come to 
terms with the Raja. But Raja Madhukar, being over 
confident of his strength, refused to accept the 
overlordship of the Mughals. Now a war v\?ith the rebels 
2 became inevitable. As the area was heavily forested. 
Akbarnama (tr.) H. Beveridge, Vol. Ill, reprint 1977, 
p. 77; After his great success against Raja Madhukar, 
Syyid Mahmud Barha reported to emperor Akbar that he 
had performed such and such feats of valour. Asaf Khan 
who was also present at the court remarked "Miranji! 
this victory was due to the good fortune (Iqbal) of 
the King". Syyid Mahmud Barha believed that Iqbal was 
the name of one of the royal officers and replied, 
"why do you tell untruths, Iqbal was not there, it 
was I and my brethren who w eilded the two handed 
sowrds." Akbar smiled and bestowed on him all k inds 
of favours; Masirul-Umara, Vol. II, Part I, p. 37; 
Jhansi Gazetteer, p. 192. 
2. Akbarnama, Vol III, pp. 209-10; Masirul-Umara, Vol 
II, part I, p. 106. 
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Jungles were cleared for the smooth movement of the army. 
The first engagement with the rebels took place at 
Karhara, held by Parman Parmanand Panwar, a tributory 
chief of Raja Madhukar. After capturing the fort the 
royal froces marched tov\?ards Orchha. On the bank of river 
2 
Sawa (Satdhara) a well contested battle was fought 
between the imperial forces and Raja Madhukar. Horal DeO/ 
the eldest son of Raja Madhukar, along with 200 Rajputs 
was killed in the battle and Ram Sah, another son of Raja, 
fled from the battlefield. Orchha was occupied and Sadiq 
Khan took up his quarters in the fort. The imperial army 
gained a decisive victory. Raja Madhukar Sah finding 
himself incapable of continuing the struggle against the 
imperial army sent his nephew, Som Chand, to Sadiq Khan to 
3 
request the emperor to grant him pardon. . It appears that 
the emperor conceded to his request and Raja Madhukar was 
not only pardoned but reinstated in his dominion in 
4 
accordance with Akbar's policy towards chieftains. 
1. Akbarnama, Vol. Ill, p. 230; Karhara was near Orchha; 
Masirul Umara, Vol. II, part I, p. 106; The Central 
State Gazetteer SEries, Eastern States, Bundelkhand 
Division, Vol. VI-A, p. 17; Parmanand owed allegiance 
to theiBundela chief. Raja Madhukar; Jhansi Gazetteer,-
p. 192. 
2. River Sawa (Satwardha) was on the north of Orchha. 
3. Akbarnama, Vol. Ill, pp. 324-27. 
4. For d e t a i l s , s e e , Akbarnama, Vo l . I l l , p . 324 -27 ; 
^ l a s i r u l Umara, Vo l . I I , p a r t I , p . 106 . 
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For the next many years Raja Madhukar did not 
create any disturbances and remained submissive to the 
Mughals. But when in 15a6-87 AD. f'iirza Aziz Koka and 
Shahabuddin Ahmad were appointed to the Deccan compaign. 
Raja Madhukar was also ordered to accompany them. The Raja 
after reaching near Orchha fled from the imperial camp and 
rebelled. The imperialist attacked and plundered Orchha-
Indrajit, his son, who strengthened the fort of Khajwa to 
oppose the imperial army was also defeated and forced to 
flee. Finding his position unequal in the contest with 
the imperial army Madhukar again sued for peace and/ it 
appears, once again Akbar pardoned him. 
In 1592AD.. Prince Murad was appointed to the 
government of Malwa. Mughal armies from Agra, Kannauj and 
Gawalior were ordered by Akbar to accompany the prince for 
2 his assistance. But when the Prince reached Gawalior on 
his way to Malwa, Madhukar who was also ordered to 
accompany Murad not only failed to come to offer his 
3 
submission but was in open rebellion. Several 
engagementsin the neighbourhood of Narwar were fought 
1. Akbarnama, Vol. Ill, pp. 324-27; Masirul Umara, Vol. 
II, part I, p. 106. 
2. Muntakhabut TauarJKh tr. W.H. Lowe, Vol. II, Second 
edition, 1973, pl^5l. 
3- Akbarnama, III, pp. 526-27 
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between him and the combined imperial army. Althou gh 
Madhukar at this stage had large army at his command but 
even then he was defeated. He died a natural death in the 
same year (1592). 
From the above discussion it becomes quite clear 
that Raja Madhukar during his reign was able to extend the 
boundaries of his kingdom considerably. Besides the 
territories that he inherited from his brother Bharti 
Chand he succeeded in annexing the parganas of Pichor, 
Kachhoa, Kunch, Paharia, Gaur and Shirpur or Sipri in his 
2 
kingdom by 159 2 . The above mentioned extent of the 
Bundela territory under Madhukar is also confirmed by the 
indirect evidence in contemporary source while dealing 
with military operations against him. We find that he 
exercised his authority over a wide area comprising the 
above mentioned principalities and extending over the 
3 Akbari Sarkars of Narwar, Bayanwan and In;). 
1. i^^ bai^ nama/ Vol. Ill, pp. 526-27; Muntakhabut-Tawarikh/ 
p. 391; Masirul Umara, Vol. 11/ part I, p. 107. 
2. The Central India State Gazetteer Series, Eastern 
States/ Bundelkhand Division/ Vol. VI, A, p. 19. 
3- See the details of the compaign led by Sadiq Khan 
throu gh Narwar as given in Akbarnama, Vol. Ill, p. 
231-261. Khajwa (Sarkar Bayanwan) is also mentioned 
(Akbarnama/ Vol. Ill/ p. 526-27) as part of the 
Bundela territory. 
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After Raja Madhukar's death his eldest son. Ram 
Chand, also called Ram Sah, presented himelf before Prince 
Murad with a large tribute.Thereafter on the orders of the 
Prince he proceeded alongwith Yar Mohammad/ the son of 
Sadiq Khan to offer his submission to the Emperor and 
presented himself at Srinagar. The emperor bestowed on 
him the Kingdom of his father and subsequendly awarded a 
2 3 
mansab of 500. Two other sons of Madhukar Har Deo and 
Bir Singh Deo were assigned Basneh (in Jhansi) and Baroni 
respectively. 
1. For details see, Akbarnama, Vol. Ill/ pp. 604-5; 
Muntakhabut Tawarikh/ Vol. 11/ p. 391; however 
mentions that Ram Sah presented himself at Lahore; 
Eastern States (Bundelkhand Gazetteer, p. 109; Uttar 
Pradesh District Gazetteer of Jhansi, p. 42. 
2. Ain-i-Akbari/ Vol. 1/ p. 163; Ram Chand' s name is 
included in the Ain among the mansabders holding the 
rank of 500 during Akbar's period, Tazkirat-al-Umara, 
Br. Mus. Add. 16703 {microfilm in the Department of 
History, A.M.U), f 151(a); Cf Keshav Granthavali 
(Bircharitra) part III, of Keshav Das, ed. Vishwanath 
Prasad Mishra, First edition, 1959, p. 495 
3. Eastern States (Bundelkhand) Gazetteer, p. 109. 
4. Masirul-Umara,Vol. II, Part I, p. 107. 
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CHAPTER - III 
The Rebellion of Bir Singh Deo and Murder of Abul Fazl 
Bir Singh Deo Bundela was the younger son of 
Madhukar Sah. He had several brothers prominent among them 
2 3 
were Horal Deo , Indrajit/ Pratap Rao and Ram Chand 
4 
properly known as Ram Sah. 
Jujhar Singh/ Pahar Singh, Bhagwan Das, Chandraman, 
Beni Das, Narhar Das and Puran Mai were his 
1. See 1st Chapter & Zakhiratul Khawarin, Vol. Ill, p. 
60. 
2- He was killed in 1576 AD. in the battle which ensued 
between the imperial forces and Raja Madhukar Sah 
(Akbarnama, pp. 324-27). 
3. He is said to have played an important role in the 
above said battle; subsequently he lived with his 
brothers, Bir Singh Deo, and Pratap Rao. (Eastern 
States(Bundelkhand) Gazetteer, p. 19. 
4. For details seelind chapter. 
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sons. Rani Ganesh was his mother and Rani Parvati was his 
2 3 
wife. Bir Singh is said to have been a deeply religious 
1. For details of the family see family, chart. Jujhar 
Singh was nominated heir of his father. Bir Singh Deo, 
during his life time in the presence of a number of 
important nobles present at the Court. (Bir Charitra, 
p. 610, The work written by Keshav DaS/ a court poet of 
Bir Singh). After the death of his father (1626-27) 
J'ujhar was accepted as the ruler of Orchha by Jahangir 
and raised to the rank of 4000/4000. During 
Shahjahan's reign he was further raised to the rank of 
5000/5000. (For more details see Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri/ Tr 
Alexander Rogers, ed. Henry Beveridge, third edition, 
1978, Vol. II, p. 253; Masirul Umara, Vol. I, pp 
756-57; Badshahnama of Abdul Hamid Lahori, ed. Maulavi 
Kabiruddin and Moulavi Abdur Rahim, Bib. Ind. 
Calcutta, 1867-8, II, pp. 296, (b), 294). His other 
sons also served under the Mughals and were given 
mansabs. (For details see, Badshahnama of Lahori, pp. 
205, 309, 368, 324, 724 and 449, and Waris, pp 98, 
136, 212, 263, and Masirul Umara, Vol. II, pp. 423-24) 
None of the above Sources provids detailed information 
about their early life. 
2. It is however not clear to which family the ladies 
belonged (Bir Charitra, pp. 487,610). But it may be 
assumed that they belonged to Panwars, Dhanderas or 
Chauhan Rajput families with whom the Bundelas have 
established materimonial relations.The ladies could 
not belong either Sakuri group constituting Baghelas, 
Gaur or Sengar Rajput, because they were treated as 
inferior by the Bundelas, or to Rathors, Sisodias, 
Kachawaha groups who considered themselves superior to 
Bundelas or Gaharwar (W. Crooke, The Tribes and Castes 
of the North Western Provinces and Oudh, Vol. II, pp. 
163-65); 
3. For details See, Bir Charitra, pp. 585 onwards. 
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man and led a very simple life. However, very little 
information is available about his early life in our 
sources. 
of 
As stated earlier, after the death/Madhukar Sah his 
eldest son Ram Sah was appointed by emperor Akbar as the 
ruler of Orchha in 1592 A.D. Bir Singh Deo who was very 
ambitious and aspired to become the ruler of Orchha 
himself strongly resented the appointment of his elder 
brother. He immediately marched from Baroni, which he held 
in janqir from the time of his father, with two other 
brothers, Indrajit and Pratap Rao, at the head of a 
large army and defeated Hasan Khan, the imperial Mughal 
officer posted at Orchha, and occupied Orchha, Karhara and 
Erich in 1592 A.D. 
When Akbar came to know of these developments he 
issued a farman to Raja Askaran, Abdur Rahim Khan, 
Jagannath, Durga Das, directing them to accompany Ram Sah 
against Bir Singh Deo. The imperial army reached at a 
1. Bir Charitra, pp. 569-610. 
2. Akbarnama/ Vol. Ill, pp. 604-5; Masirul CJmara, Vol. 
II, part I, p. 107. 
3. Bir Charitra (pp. 489-90), Keshav Das uses the term 
Jagir; Eastern States (Bundelkhand) Gazetteer, p. 19; 
Uttar Pradesh Dsitrict Gazetteer of Jhansi, p. 42. 
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place known as Chanuijur, Hasan Khan also reached there to 
assist them. From the reading of Bir Charitra it appears 
that Bir Singh Deo on the initiative of Raja Askaran was 
ready for a compromise, provided Baroni v/as recognized as 
Jagir. But the initiative failed because of Ram Sah's 
hardened attitude, who refused to concede Baroni. 
As the doors for further negotiations were closed/ 
imperial army launched an offensive against him. BirSingh 
was defeated and chased out of Orchha but he could not be 
completely suppressed. As a matter of fact, Bir Singh 
continued to offer resistence to the combined armies of 
Ram Sah and the Mughals and even succeeded in occuping 
Erich, Bhandar, Karhara and Orchha although only 
2 
temporarily. 
As a result of continuous war with the combined 
forces of Ram Sah and the imperial army the position of 
Bir Singh Deo considerably declined. He must have been 
1- . Bir Charitra, pp. 489-90. 
2.Bir Charitra, pp. 489-90. There is no reference of the 
occupation of Orchha by Bir Singh Deo and the related 
developments in any of the Contemporary or near 
contemporary Persian sources. The Eastern States 
(Bundelkhand) Gazetteer, p. 19, only refers to the 
occupation of Erich and other Jagirs in Bundelkhand region 
by Bir Singh Deo in 1592 AD. 
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looking for assistance from some quarter to strengthen 
his position. About thesame time Price salim who had 
rebelled against his father emperor Akbar,, and established 
himself at Allahabad came to know about Bir Singh Dec's 
daring exploits against imperial army.. For Prince Salim 
who was looking for someone who could kill Abul Jr'azl he 
contacted Bir Singh Deo throu^l. his favourite noble, 
Muzaffar Khan (a Barha Sayyid). Bir Singh along with his 
retainers in the presence of Muzaffar Khan presented 
himself before Salim at a place called Shahzadpur. 
According to Bir Charitra ever since his arrival to 
Allahabad Bir Singh was specially favoured by Salim. 
In August 1602 A.D. when Prince Salim came to know 
that Abul Fazl was coming back to Agra from the Deccan he 
2 
was extremely worried and frightened. His feelings towards 
Abul Fazl were hostile he frankly records in Turuk. "Since 
1. The above facts are corroborated from the details of 
Akbarnama (Vol. Ily p. 1217) that before the murder of 
Abul Fazl (1602) Bir Singh Deo had been in the service 
of Prince Salim. However/ it does not mention Muzaffar 
Khan's contact with Bir Singh Deo; Bir Charitra, p. 
502. 
2. Akbarnama, Vol. Ill, p. 1217; Bir Charitra, p. 502; 
Halat-i-Asad Beg Qazwini, p. 01; Turuk-i-Jahangiri, 
pp. 14-15; A Contemporary Dutch Chronicle of India, 
tr. Brij Narain/ ed. Ram Sharma, first edition, 1957, 
p. 28; Masir-i-Jahanqiri, ed. Azra Alvi, Department of 
History, A.M.U. 1978, p. 30. 
25 
his (Abul Fazl) feelings towards me were not honest/ he 
both publicly and privately spoke against me. At this 
period the August feelings of my royal father 
entirely embuttered against me it was certain that he 
obtained the honour of waiting on his*(Akbar) it would be 
the cause of more confusion and would prelude me from the 
favour of with union with him (my father)". 
It is evident from the above remarks that Jahangir 
apprehended adverse consequence of Abul Fazl's visit to 
Agra. He therefore decided to get him killed on his way to 
the court. Bir Singh Deo who had become a trusted and 
1. Tu_aak/ pp. 24-25; A Contemporary Dutch Chronicle of 
India, p. 29, states "Abul Fazl is my old enemy. If he 
see my father my ruin is certain. I must consider what 
is to be done about it". Memoirs of Emperor Jahangir, 
p. 56, further narrats "' (Jahangir) am compelled to 
add, that under the influence of his (Abul Fazl) 
displeasure on this occasion my father (Akbar) gave to 
my son Khusrau, over me every advantage of rank and 
favour, explicitly declaring that after him Khusrau 
should be King". Bir Charitra, fully corroborates the 
above details and adds that besides Abul Fazl some 
other senior nobles were also hostile to Salim; Also 
See, Masir-i-Jahangiri, p. 31. 
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favourite noble of the Prince since 1592, undertcoK the 
responsibility. He was the most suited choice for the job 
because Abul Fazl was to pass through the Bundela 
territory with whose topography he was very well aware. 
Besides that a section of the Bundela family was also 
loyal to him. 
As a reward for this work Prince Salim promised him 
2 3 
to grant the gaddi of Orchha and the rank of 5000. 
1. Akbarnama, Vol. Ill, 1217; Halat-i-Asad Beg, p. 02; 
Tu2uk-i-Jhangiri/ Vol. I, p. 25; Zakhiratul Khawanin, 
Vol. II, p. 363. 
According to Bir Charitra (p. 502), the whole 
issue of Abul Fazl (his attitude towards Salim and his 
proposed visit to Agra on Emperor Akbar's advice) was 
discussed at the court of Salim at Allahabad in the 
presence of Bir Singh Deo; and on the request of the 
Prince Bir Singh agreed to kill Abul Fazl, 
2. Bir Charitra, p. 505. 
3. A Contemporary Dutch Chronicle of India, p. 29. 
No other contemporary source mentions about the 
assurance given to Bir Singh regarding the restoration 
of gaddi of Orchha or the rank of 5000. But the 
remarks of Jahangir in the Tuzuk, p. 25, "if he would 
stop that seditious - monger (Abul Fazl) and kill he 
would receive, every kindness from me", and 
Akbarnama's (Vol. Ill, p. 1217) remarks 'as the Sheikh 
(Abul Fazl) was proceeding to the court unattended, he 
(Bir Singh) should put an end to him. He then 
despatched the villion after having made him hopeful 
of many favours', broadly corroborates Bir Charitra; 
Also see, Masir-i-Jahangiri, p. 32. 
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Bir Singh after making full preparation along with 
Champat Rai and Muzaffar Khan over took Abul Fazl at a 
palce called Sarai Berar, between Narwar and Antri near 
2 
Gwalior on 11th August 1602 A.D. 
A hotly contested battle-was fought in which Abul 
Fazl's small army was outnumbered and he was killed 
3 
fighting brarely. His camp was looted and a huge booty 
1. Champat Rai was born at a village of Mor Pariyar, near 
Mahewa in the state of Orchha. He passed his early 
life in Obscurity. He seems to have been a loyal 
follower of Bir Singh Deo and his successor Jujj har 
Singh (The Later Mughals, Vol. II, p. 219). 
2. Bir Singh collected an army numbering 5000 mounted 
soldiers. At all the palces in each village he posted 
scouts to bring news (of Abul Fazl's movements), so 
that he may know when it was time to come out and 
attack (A Contemporary Dutch Chronicle of India, p. 
29); For details see, Bir Charitra, p. 505; 
Halat-i-Asad Beg, pp. 2-4; The tomb of Abul FAzl is 
located at Antri in Gwalior. 
3. The total army of Abul Fazl consisted of three hundred 
soldiers. Most of them were newly recruited who were 
facing an enemy (Bundelas) for the first time; 
(Halat-i-Asad Beg, p. 02; A Contemporary Dutch 
Chronicle of India, p. 29; Masir-i-Jahangiri, pp. 
32-33; The Badshahnama of Abul Hamid Lahori, ed., 
Maulawi Kabiruddin and Abdul Rahim, Vol. I, 
Calcutta, 1867, pp. 238-39. 
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fell in the hands of Bir Singh Deo. The head of Abul Fazl 
was severed from his body by Bir Singh and Champat was 
sent alongwith it to Allahabad where it was presented to 
2 
Prince Salim. He was aoverenjoyed and celebrated the day. 
Expeditions Against Bir Singh Deo 
As soon as the news about the killinc^ of Abul Fazl 
3 
was known to Akbar (1502) he immediately issued orderes 
to Rai Rayan and Raja Man Singh, who were in the vicinity 
Halat-i-Asad Beg, p. 5; Bir Charitra (p. 505) gives 
more detail of the compaign in the following lines, 
Abul Fazl's march towards Agra and the battle in which 
he was eventually killed is briefly discussed; 
^ I M I ^ ^ ' , ^TT^ ^, # r ^ d^MHl ^ ' ^ *TcNM ^nt?ra t j k ^ ^ 1 
o 
(Bir Charitra, p. 50 5) 
For the details of the War see, Halat-i-Asad Beg, pp. 
5-6; Akbarnama, Vol. Ill, pp. 1216-21; Tuzuk, Vol. I, 
p. 25; Bir Charitra, pp. 501-507; adds that Champat 
was sent wi th the head to Allahabad; A Contemporary 
Dutch chronicle of India, pp. 28-29; Zakhiratul 
Khawanin, Vol. II, pp. 360-63. 
"He (Akbar) was extremely grieved, disconsolates 
distressed and full of lamentation. That day and night 
he neither • shaved, as usual, nor took opium but spent 
his time in weeping and Lamenting", (Halat-i-Asad 
Beg p. 8.) 
For other details of grief and sorrow of the emperor, 
nobles and the people at the court and outside see, 
Akbarnama, Vol. i n , pp. 1219-21; Bir Charitra, pp. 
505-8; A Contemporary Dutch Chronicle of India, p. 29. 
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of Antri to punish the assassin/ Bir Singh Deo, Raja Raj 
Singh/ Ram Sah Bundela and other Zamindars of the area 
were appointed to assist him. A number of other officers 
were also deputed to help the expeditionary force. Under 
the pressure of the Mughal arms Bir Singh Deo was forced 
2 
to take shelter in the neighbouring jungles. After some 
times, in the same year (1602) Bir Singh Deo took over the 
fort of Bhander but the imperial army posted there 
successfully expelled him. He fled from there and took 
3 
shelter in the fort of Irij . Rai Rayan persued him and 
reached there; when Bir Singh Deo came to know about the 
arrival of the imperial army under Ray Rayan he came out 
of the fort and a fierce battle was fought on the bank of 
river Betwa. Bir Singh fled from the battle field and 
took shelter in the fort of Irij. When the fort was about 
to be taken by the MUghals, he breached the wall of the 
fort at night and came out on the side of the battery of 
1. The place was in Sarkar Bayanwan. At the time of Abul 
Fazl's murder Rai Rayan and Man Singh the Mughal 
nobles, were there with 2 or 3000 horse. (Akbarnama, 
vol. Ill, p. 1217). 
2- Akbarnama, Vol. Ill, pp. 12 20-21; Bir Charitra, p. 
508; Masirul Umara, pp. 423; Jhansi Gazetteer/ Vol. 
XXIV, p. 193. 
3. The fort was situated on the banks of a broad deep 
river, the other three sides being exposed to the 
land; Halat-i-Asad Beg/ pp. 9-10. 
4. On the bank of t'his river the fort (Irij) was 
situated; Halat-i-A°sad Beg; p. 10. 
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Raja Raj Singh and escaped. . According to local tradition 
Bir Singh took shelter wi th Salim at Allahabad after 
fleeing from Irij.^ Shortly after the failure of the 
expedition Asad Beg was appointed by Akbar as a 
commissioner to investigate the whole issue and bring into 
light the officers responsible for allowing Bir Singh to 
fly safely from the fort. When Asad reached to the camp of 
Ray Rayan and other officers they tried to win over him by 
presenting heavy bribes and presents which he refused to 
accept. After a thorough inquiry of the deveopments he 
presented his report to Akbar. In the report he pointed 
out that Bir Singh Deo succeeded in escaping from the fort 
due to the slackness of the commanders but their 
intentions were not hostile. His report was accepted and 
3 
approved by the Emperor. . As a consequence of his report, 
Ray Rayan and certain other officers were recalled by the 
4 
Emperor. 
1. Akbarnama, ?• 1222-24; According to Asad Beg, Ray 
Rayan undertook himself to guard the river bank and the 
Raja of Gwalior and others were placed to guard the three 
other sides of the fort; (Halat-i-Asad Beg, 10). 
2. Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteer of Jhansi, p. 42. 
3. Halat-i-Asad Beg, p. 10. 
4. Akbarnama, Vol. Ill, p. 1225; Cf. Bir Charitra (p. 508); 
Kesav Das is of the view that the imperial army was badly 
defeated by Bir Singh Deo in 1602 AD; Imperial Gazetteer 
of India, Vol. XIV, pp. 137-38. 
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In 1605 A.D. the charge of the Mughal army against 
BirSingh Deo was entrusted to Shaikh Abdur Rahmany son of 
Shaikh Abul Fazl. Abdullah Khan, Raja Raj Singh and Patar 
Das were also despatched to reinforce him. But in the 
meantime Bir Singh recaptured Orchha and started making 
efforts to reestablish himself. Abdur Rahman, Raja Raj 
Singh alongwith other officers inflicted a crushing 
defeat on the rebel. Bir Singh Deo himself was seriously 
injured and a number of his officers were killed. As a 
reward for this great achievement Raj Singh was raised to 
the rank of 4000/4000. However, Bir Singh again managed 
to escape after poisoning the wells of the area rendering 
the position of the royal forces untenable. The imperial 
army was forcoa to leave the place due to not availability 
of water and other provisions. About the same time the 
sad demise of Akbar took place. In this way this 
1. Akbarnama, Vol. Ill,pp. 156-57; Masirul Umara, Vol. I, 
p. 4 23; Umra-i-Hunud, p. 349; Jhansi Gazetteer, p. 
194; 
The information about compaign against Bir Singh 
is brief. We have been able to trace the details with 
the h elp of Bir Chritra (pp.509-10), wh ich adds 
that Bir Singh met in person to Prince Salim at Datia 
at a time when the royal forces under the command of 
Sheikh Abdur Rahman were chastising him. 0 n this 
occasion Bir Singh was given robe of honour by Prince 
Salim. It seems that the Kachawaha nobles who were 
also present with the Prince were unhappy with the 
fa.vour given to Bir Singh Deo by him. This was obvious 
because Kachhawaha and other Rajput clans of Ajmer 
Suba considered Bundelas inferior to them. It further 
states that one of causes of the failure of the 
imperial forces to seize the fort and capture Bir 
Singh was the deep ditch around the fort of Orchha. 
contd to next page... 
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expedition also failed to arrest or eliminate Bir Singh 
Deo. 
From the above details it appears that from the 
death of Raja Madhukar (1592 A.D.) to the demise of 
emperor Akbar (1605 AD) Bir Singh Deo remained a rebel/ 
openly challanging the imperial authority. The successive 
failure of the Mughal army in spite of the strong 
reinforcements must have greatly affected the prestige of 
Akbar. On the other hand, the position of Bir Singh Deo 
and his associates must have considerably increased. The 
presence of the Kachawahas and other Rajput nobles at the 
court would have further poisioned the ears of the emperor 
against the Bundelas. As a consequence/ if Bir Charitra is 
to be believed Akbar offered the gaddi of Orchha to 
Indrajit but he refused to accept the charge. 
It is important to discuss briefly why inspite of 
Akbar's personal interest the compaign against BirSingh 
Deo completely failed. The most important reason seems to 
have been the open support given by Prince Salim both in 
men and material to Bir Singh Deo.^ Besides that as above 
said . the Mughal nobles/ in general/ were not 
contd. . . 
The intention of Bir Charitra(p.519) that the forces 
under the command of Abdur Rahman were badly defeated 
by the Bundelas and whole booty was captured by them 
can- hardly^- be "accepted in" the' light""-of other 
contemporary evidence. However, we may accept/ as 
mentioned above, tiiai^AbSur Rahman" no'doubt failed in 
capturing Bir Singh. 
1. Bir Charitra/ p. 513 
2. Ibid. p. 513. 
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steadfast in their activities against the rebel. It also 
appears by going through the details of the military 
operation in the region that Bundelas were successful due 
to guerilla tactics which suited the geographical 
condition of Bundelakhand. Finally, Bir Singh Deo also had 
the support of almost all other Bundelas chiefs, because 
the successor of Madhukar Sah, Ram Sah/ had become 
unpopular for taking the support of Mughals after 
2 
surrendering the independence of Orchha. 
Accession of Bir Singh Deo 
With the death of Akbar in 1605 the days of 
hardship and rebellion of Bir Singh Deo came to an end. 
The accession of Price Salim as emperor Jahangir opened a 
new chapter in the history of Mughal relations with the 
Bundela chiefs, particularly with the family of Bir Singh 
Deo. In accordance with the earlier assurance given by 
Jahangir Bir Singh Deo was recognised as the ruler of 
1. Halat-i-Asad Beg/ p. 162. 
2. As mentioned earlier, Bir Singh had the support of his 
two other brother, Indrajit and Pratap Rao and another 
Bundela chiefs,Champat Rai, one of the descendents of 
Rudra Pratap. (Eastern State (Bundelkhand) Gazetteer, 
p. 19). He had atleast seven sons who also assisted 
him in his every walk of life 
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Orchha''" after dismissing his elder brother. Ram Sah. But 
the accession of Bir Singh was strongly resented by Ram 
Sah, and his grandson, Bharat and other members of the 
former's family. Both of them fled fro in court and 
proceeded towards orchha to prepare themselves to_ offer 
resistance against the decision of the imperial 
authority. Abdullah Khan Firoz Jang then the Jagirdar of 
Kalpi defeated and captured Ram Sah and produced him 
2 
before • Jahangir in 1606 A.D. But Ram Sah's grandson, 
Bharat Sah escaped & continued to defy Bir Singh Deo and 
the other Mughal officers posted in the neighbouring area. 
In spite of Bir Singh's best efforts Bharat Shah was able 
3 to capture Dhanoni in 1607 A.D. In the same year Bir Singh 
Deo informed Jahangir that he had captured one of his 
nephews who had been responsible for creating problems and 
killing of a number of his followers. Janagir sent orders 
to Bir Singh Deo directing him to imprison the culprit in 
4 
the fortof Gwalior. 
1. The accession of Bir Singh Deo was accepted by the 
Bnr.dela chiefs except that of the family of Ram Sah 
(Bir Charitra, p. 545) Also see, Halat-i-Asad Beg, p. 
54-55. 
2. Tuzuk-i-Jahanqiri p. 82; For this achievement Abdullah 
Khan was raised to the position of 3,000 personal and 
2y000 horse. 
3. Jhansi Gazetteer, p. 194 
4. Tuzuk-i-Jahanqiri, p. 111. 
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The author of Bir Charitra writes that inspite of 
the opposition of Ram Sah and his family members (which 
led to war and imprisonment of many of the relatives of 
Ram sah) Bir Singh made an earnest efforts to establish 
cordial relation with the Bundelas, particularly with the 
family of Ram Sah. 
It was perhaps at the initiative of Bir Singh Deoy 
who had been making efforts to win all other Bundela 
chiefs/ that Emperor Jahangir released Ram Sah alongwith 
2 
his other family members in 1608 . Thereafter, Ram Sah was 
also appointed as the Raja of Bar, yielding revenue of 
three lakhs, which practically included the whole of the 
3 
subdivision of Lalitpur. Ram Sah was the first person to 
4 
be appointed as the Raja of this territory (Bar). In the 
following year (1609 AD), on the request of Ram Sah 
5 Jahangir himself married his daughter. Ram Sah died m 
1612 AD, and he was succeeded by his grandson, Bharat Sah 
who was also honoured with the tilk of Raja. In 1619 AD 
1. Bir Charitra, pp. 526-27 
2. Tu2uk-i-Jahanqiri/ Vol. I, p. 87. 
3. Jhansi Gazetteer, Vol. XXIV, 194-97. 
4. Eastern States (Bundelkhand) Gazetteer, p. 109. 
5. Tuzuk-i-Jahanqiri, Vol. I. p. 160 
6. Ibid, p. 231. 
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he was awarded a mansab of 600/400. After four years 
2 
(1622) he was raised to the rank of 1500/1000. 
Similarly, as a consequence of Bir Singh's friendly 
attitude towards the members of Ram Sah, Bharat Sah and 
his supporters not only gave up their hostile activities 
but were honoured, awarded and fabvoured by Bir Singh Deo. 
Another Bundela chief, Champat Rai, although not belonging 
to Ram Sah's family, became a loyal follower of Bir Singh 
and also remained a faithful friend of, his successor, 
Jujhar Singh. In the same way many other chiefs are also 
reported to have been appointed at different places and 
assigned jagirs. 
Taking into account the details so far discussed 
(1592-1607-8) we can say that the hostilities among the 
Bundelas which had started following the death of Madhukar 
Sah came to an end few years after the accession of Bir 
Singh Deo. 
1. Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, Vol. II, p. 88 
2. Ibid, p. 250 
3. Bir Charitra, pp. 527-45. 
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CHAPTER - IV 
Accession of Jahangir : Rise of Bir Singh DeO/ His 
Position and Pol. Achievements 
At the time of Akbar's serious illness and death. 
Raja Man Singh and Mirza Aziz Koka conspired to place 
Prince Khusrau to the throne but they failed in their 
objective. Jahangir ascended the throne and pardoned Man 
Singh, Mirza Aziz Koka and such other nobles who were 
involved in the conspiracy. However, after the revolt of 
Khusrau within six month of his accession, Jahangir 
completely lost the confidence of Old Akbari nobles. In 
his memoirs he calls Mirza Aziz Koka and Man Singh as old 
wolves' of the empire. But the old nobility was so powerful 
that they could not be dismissed. Therefore, Jahangir 
raised a new nobility to counter them. The new nobles who 
were rapidly promoted to higher ranks were friends of his 
childhood days, those who were with him at Allahabad, 
members of the family of Shaikh Salim Chisti and his other 
1. Risala-i-TArikh-i-Asad Beg Qazwini, pp. 51-53; The 
Empire of Great Mongol, Delaet, Tr. Holland and 
Banerjee, Bombay, 1928, p. 71; Early Travels in India 
by Hawkins, ed., W. Foster, p. 98; He writes in 1613 
A.D. that Man Singh's mansab was 5000. While during 
the reign of Akbar and in 1605 A.D. he held the rank 
of 7000/6000 (Akbarnama, Vol. Ill, p. 839 and Tuzuk, 
p. 6). Thus his mansab was reduced as a consequence of 
his support to Prince Khusrau. 
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close associates. Bir Singh Deo Bundela was also among 
such close friends and associates of Salim when he was a 
rebel and had carried out the murder of Abul Fazl on his 
instruction. 
As we have seen earlier that even before his 
accession to the throne in 1505 A.D., Jahangir had 
rewarded Bir Singh Deo with cash and dresses of honour and 
other artilces and had also assured him of special favours 
after his enthronraent. Just after his accession Jahangir 
issued a farman in the name of Bir Singh Deo and wished to 
2 
seem him. In October 1605 when he presented himself 
3 
before the Emperor^ he was raised to the rank of 3000. 
Jahangir himself mentions the reasons for his 
promotion in the Tuzuk in the following wordS/ "I promoted 
BirSingh DeO/ a Bundela Rajput/ who had obtained my 
favour, and who excels his equals and relatives in valour, 
personal goodness, and simple heartedness to the rank of 
4 
3000". At another place in the same work, the Emperor 
mentions him as "the lion of the forest bravery and 
1. For details See Chapter, iii. 
2. Bir Charitra, pp. 501-521 
3. Tuzuk-i-Jahangir, Vol. I, p. 147; Masirul Umara, pp. 
423-24; Umra-i-Hunud, p. 349. 
4. Tuzuk-i-Jhangiri, Vol. I, p. 24. 
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chrocodile of the river of the forest." In Bir Charitra 
also he has been praised for his bravery, ability, courage 
2 
and victory etc. 
After his accession to the throne, the 
foremost political desire of Jahangir was the subjugation 
of Rana Amar Singh of Mewar. For this very important task 
Mahabat Khan was appointed to deal with him (1608). 
beside other important Mughal nobles, Bir Singh was 
ordered to accompany him against the Rajput ruler (Rana). 
On this occassion Bir Singh Deo was given a Khilat and a 
special horse. "^  I n the same year (1608), Bir Singh Deo 
4 
offered a white Cheeta which was a unique one to the king. 
It becomes evident from the details of Pelsaert's account 
that the Emperor was very much pleased on the presentation 
of birds and animals by the nobles. 
1. Tuzuk, 314. 
2. Bir Charitra, pp. 497, 584-85, 612; He has been 
compared with legendary ancient Indian heroes and 
Kings like Raja Bharat, Vikramajit, Ram Chand and 
others in respect of courage, bravery and 
truthfullness. 
3. Tuzuk-i-Jahanqiri, Vol. I, p. Ill; Masirul-Umara, Vol. 
I, p. 424. 
4. Tuzuk-i-Jahanqiri, Vol. I, pp. 139,147; 
5. Jahangir's India, or The Remostrative of Francisco 
Pelsaert tr. Moreland and P. Geyl, Delhi, 1972, p. 51 
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Due to failure against Rana Mahabat Khan was 
replaced by Abdullah Khan in 1609. BirSingh Deo alongwith 
other prominent nobles such as Shujat Khan and Raja 
Vikrmajit was also deputed to help Abdullah Khan. After 
serving the imperial army under Abdullah Khan against the 
Rana for sometime he was sent by the Emperor to the Deccan 
under Khan-i-Jahan Lodi. Although the imperialist failed 
to gain any decisive victory against the Deccanis, they 
tried their best. Bir Singh Deo served for four years 
2 
(1609-12) in the Deccan and rendered valuble services. As 
a reward for his achievements and loyalty he was given 
promotion of 1000 Zat and a jewelled sword. In the 
following year (1613) he was again promoted and attained 
the rank of 4000/2200.'^ 
In 1613 A.D. Prince Khurram was sent against 
the Rana of Mewar. Bir Singh Deo who had now become a 
close associate of the Prince was also asked to accompany 
him. The imperialists were able to bring the Rana to 
agreeable terms and to accept the suzereignty of the 
1. Tuzuk-i-Jahanqiri/ Vol. I, p. 160. 
2. Tuzuk-i-Jhanqiri, p. 160; Zakhiratul Khawaniny Vol. 
Ill, p. 364; Masirul Umara, Vol. I, p. 424. 
3. Tuzuk-i-Jahanqiri/ p. 231. 
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1 
Mughals. 
The Mughals had failed to achieve any success in 
the Deccan in spite of Emperor Jahangir's best efforts. 
Prince Parwez as well as Khan-i-Khanan in 1615 A.D. also 
could not prevent Malik Ambar from his conquest..But the 
situation changed when some of the disgruntled Bijapuri 
nobles like Jadhar Rao Babaji Kayath and others were won 
over by Shahnawaz Khan to the side of the Mughals. Bir 
Singh Deo who had been serving the Mughals for the second 
time in the Deccan was with Shahnawaz Khan on this 
occasion. After wining over the Bijapuri nobles Shahnawaz 
Khan alongwith Bir Singh Deo/ Darab Khan and others 
2 
marched towards Khirki/ the new capital of Malik Ambar. 
In the way they defeated a detachment of the Deccanis. 
When the news of advance of the Mughal army was 
communicated to Malik Ambar he prepared himself for the 
battle and collected a large army at Roshangarh, (situated 
between Khirki and Samvate). A fierce battle ensued in 
which Darab Khan with his colleague Bir Singh and others 
attacked the vanguard of the Deccani forces which was 
commanded by Malik Ambar himself. At this critical 
1. Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri/ p. 231; Zakhiratul Khawanin/ Vol. 
Ill, p. 364; A Contemporary Dutch Chronicle of India, 
p. 88; Masirul Umara, p. 424; Vir Vinod/ Kaviraj 
Shyamal Das, Vol. I, p, 230-50. 
2. Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, Vol. I, pp. 312-14. 
juncture when the prestige of the Mughals was at stake the 
role played by Bir Singh Deo and his devoted followers 
and others is specially praiseworthy.^ Bir Singh fighting 
bravely pierced through the vanguard of the Deccanis and 
completely crushed the centre of Malik Ambar's army. In 
this battle Malik Ambar suffered heavy losses. A large 
number of his soldiers were either slain or made captive. 
His entire park of artillery, elephants, horses and camels 
laden with rockets fell into the hands of the 
imperialists. Malik Ambar himself fled from the 
battlefield and took shelter in the fort of Daulatabad. 
After the victory of Roshangarh Bir Singh Deo and other 
Mughal generals marched upon Khirki which was ravaged and 
2 
destroyed by them in 1616 A.D. 
The news of the defeat of Malik Ambar must have 
provided Jahangir with the moment of relief and pleasure. 
He rewarded all those nobles who were responsible for 
achieving this signal victory. Bir Singh Deo was 
specially praised for his valour and bravery and his 
mansab was increased by 700Sawar rank (now he attained the 
rank of 4000/2900). He was also given a special horse by 
1. Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri/ Vol. 1/ pp. 312-14. 
2. Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri/ pp. 312-14. 
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the Emperor. Bir Singh Deo offered one ruby, some pearls 
and one elephant which was graciously accepted by the 
Emperor^. In the same year Bir Singh Deo was permitted to 
go to his estate (Orchha), as he had been absent from 
there for long times (1508-16) having served the Mughals 
successfully in Mewar and the Deccan. However, he was 
asked to present himself at the court whenever required. 
The victory of the Mughal army at Khirki was short 
lived. Soon after the departure of Mughal army Malik Ambar 
regained his old position. Prince Parwez and Khan-i-Khanan 
failed to recover the lost territories from the Deccanis. 
Therefore, Parwez was recalled and Khurram was despatched 
as the Supreme commander of Deccan affairs (1616-17 A.D.). 
Bir Singh Deo was also called from Orchha to accompany the 
Prince against Malik Ambar. The Mughal forces reached at 
Burhanpur (1617 A.D.) and under their great pressure Malik 
Ambar accepted the overlordship of the Mughals and 
restored Ahmadnagar and Pargana of Balaghat to them. As a 
reward for good service Jahangir gave a special Kachhi 
horse, one of the good horses of Jam to Bir Singh Deo 
3 (which had been once presented to the Emperor. 
1. Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri. Vol. I, 280. 
2. Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, pp. 231, 259; Masirul Umara, p. 
424. 
3. Tuzuk-i-Jahanqiri, Vol. II, p. 12. 
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In 1620/two years after the peace settlement of 
1618/ Malik Ambar once again started his offensive against 
the Mughals and succeeded in recapturing Ahmadnagar, Berar 
and Balapur. Emperor Jahangir despatched Prince Khurram 
once again to retrive the position in the Deccan. Bir 
Singh Deo was also ordered to accompany the Prince. In 
1621 A.D. the Mughal army reached Burhanpur where a 
council of War was held to discuss the strategy to be 
adopted against Malik Ambar. According to the plan 
approved a three frontal attack was launched on Malik 
Ambar under the command of Khawaja Abul Hasan and Darab 
Khan. Bir Singh Deo was ordred to help the wing led by 
Darab Khan. Darab Khan and Bir Singh Deo made a surprise 
attack on the camp of the Deccanis resulting into a fierce 
battle at Balapur. A number of soldiers of Malik Ambar 
were put to death and a large booty also fell into the 
2 
hands of the imperialists. Malik Ambar sued for peace and 
finally a settlement was made. He agreed to restore the 
territories that he had captured in 1621 A.D. Thereafter 
3 
Prince Khurram returned to Burhanpur. 
1, Tu2uk-i-Jahangiri/ Vol. II, p. 156; A Contemporary 
Dutch Chronicle of India, pp. 52-53. 
2- iqbalnama-i-Jahanqiri, pp. 174,221. 
3. Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri. Vol. II, p. 136 . 
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The defeat of Malik Ambar at Balapur was his second 
defeat at the hands of the Mughals. In this battle Bir 
Singh Deo showed rare valour and played an important role 
in defeating Malik Ambar. As a reward for his service Bir 
Singh Deo was given promotion in rank which now stood 
5000/5000.^ 
After the conquest of Qandhar by the Shah of Persia 
in 1622 A.D. , Enperor Jahangir immediately desided to 
send an army to recover it and sent orders to different 
nobles to come to the court quickly with their best and 
well equipped forces. Bir Singh Deo who was at Burhanpur 
alongwith Prince Khurram was also summoned to the court. 
3 
Ra^a Sarang Deo, who was sent to the Deccan with the 
order of the Emperor the messanger conveyed to the 
Emperor that Bir Singh would join him at Thanesar.. As 
is well knownPrince Khurram being unhappy due to hostile 
attitude of Nur Jahan,taking advantage of the serious 
situation created by the conquest of Qandhar, rebelled. 
1. Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri,Vol. II, pp. 230, 233. 
2. Iqbalnama-i-Jahangiri, 174, 221. 
3. Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, Vol. II, p. 156. 
4. Tu2uk-i-Jahangiri, Vol.11, pp. 240-247; 
Masir-i-Jahanqiri, pp. 247-49; Iqbalnama-i-Jahangiri, 
pp. 217-18. 
5. For details of rea°son of Shahjahan rebellion, See, 
Masir-i-Jahangiri, pp. 349-54. 
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He succeeded in wining over a number of nobles including 
Abdullah Khan, Khan-i-Khanan, L.ashkar Khan. However, Bir 
Singh Deo refused to turn against his patron Empe ror 
2 
Jahangir. From Burhanput the Prince as a rebel of the 
Mughal Empire marched towards Agra to sei-ge the treasure 
and strength his position while Bir Singh Deo left the 
Prince with the sole objective of supporting and 
3 
cooperating the Emperor against the rebllious Prince. As 
promised he presented himself along with his army before 
the Emperor at Thanesar. The Emperor was extremely 
pleased with Bir Singh Deo and dignified him with the 
title of Maharaja (1623 A.D.). At the same time he also 
promoted Juj har Singh, the son of Bir Singh Deo, to the 
mansab of 2000/1000. Bh^rat Bundela, the nephew of Bir 
Singh Deo, was also raised to the mansab of 1500/1000. Bir 
Singh Deo was ordered to go to his territory, Orchha. 
1- A Contemporary Dutch Chronicle of India, p. 55. 
2. Masir-i-Jahanqiri, p. 355, Cf. A Contemporary Dutch 
Chronicle of India, p. 56, BirSingh Deoalongwith other 
officers present at Burhanpur promised to support 
Shahjahan against Jahangir. 
3. Tuzuk-i-Jahanqiri, Vol. II, p. 247. 
4 . I b i d , Vo l . I I , p . 250; M a s i r - i - J a h a n q i r i , p p . 
361 -62 . ^ 
5 . T u 2 u k - i - J a h a n a i r i . pri yc,n OR-i T^ ^i 
sTHgh th^^—ITiFp ?• '^^.^'^P- I " p l a c e of JuD h a r 
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However/ Bir Singh Deo remained at Orchha during the 
time when both Agra and Delhi were threatend by the rebels 
and a well contested batle was fought between the rebels 
and the imperial army at Bilochpur in which Khurram was 
defeated. 
When the Emperor came to know of the entry of 
Khurram into Orissa he ordered Parwez and Mahabat Khan to 
hurry back to the Suba of Allahabad and Bihar. Bir Singh 
Deo who was then present at Orchha, offered two or three 
lakhs of rupees to the Mughal commanders passing through 
his territory and accompanied them with the whole of his 
army. Before the imperial army could reach to Bihar 
Khurram (Shahjahan) and his associates had brought Patna, 
the fort of Rohtas and Saunpur under their command however 
they failed to occupy Allahabad. On the arrival of Prince 
Parwez, Mahabat Khan, Bir Singh Deo and other nobles in 
Allahabad Abdullah Khan advised Shah Sahan to leave the 
place and move towards Delhi. But Raja Bhim and other 
officers opposed the suggestion and advised him to fight. 
A fierce battle was fought at Damdama at the confluence of 
2 . . . the river Tons and the Ganges m which Raja Bhim was 
1. Iqbalnama-i-Jahangiri, pp. 221-22; A Contemporary 
Dutch Chronicle of India, p. 68. 
2. A Contemporary Dutch Chronicle of India, p. 70; 
Masir-i-Jahangiri, pp. 403-414. 
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killed fighting bravely. Shahjahan saved his life but his 
horse was wounded and his nobles fled from the 
battlefield. The army led by Bir Singh Deo plundered the 
camp of Shahjahan. A huge booty in the form of gold, 
jewels / together with 3000 horses, 4 elephants fell in 
the hands of Bir Singh Deo. Other goods, elephants, horses 
and retinue of Shahjahan and his nobles being imprisoned 
were seized by Mahabat Khan. Khurram fled to the Deccan 
where he was welcomed by Malik Ambar. Latter waspleased to 
let Shahjahan conduct the unsuccessful siege of Burhanpur 
in 1624. But the imperialists reached there too and under 
their pressure Shahjahan had to raise the seige. By this 
time most supporters of Shahjahan had deserted him. He 
hoped no further resistance and sought for pardon. As the 
rebellion of Shahjahan was almost over, Bir Singh Deo who 
had accompanied now took leave and returned to his 
2 territory. 
It appears because of his close cooperation with 
Parvez during the rebellion of Khurram Bir Singh Deo not 
only became a great favourite of Prince but also wielded 
considerable influence on him. He successfully interceded 
1 - A Contemporary Dutch Chronicle of India, p. 70; 
Masir-i-Jahanqiri/ p. 403-414. 
2-' A Contemporary Dutch Chronicle of India, p. 72; 
Iqbalnama-i-Jahangiri, pp. 407-11; Vir Vinod, Vol. II, 
part I, pp. 281-89. 
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on behalf of Fidai Khan who had fled the Mughal camp in 
the battle of Attock. 
During the closing years of Jahangir's reign 
(1625-26) Bir Singh Deo taking advantage of deteriorating 
health of the Emperor and confusion at the Mughal court 
extended his power over the territories of neighbouring 
Zamindars (the Gond chiefs of eastern Malwa) and acquired 
2 
large fertile territory. He also heavily bribed the 
Mughal officers to regularise this acquisition. Shahnawaz 
Khan writes that Bir Singh Deo acquired so much 
territories and wealth that no other territorial chief 
3 
could become his equal. 
The extension of territories by Bir Singh Deo is 
also confirmed when we compare the Jama given in Munhat 
Nainsi Khyat and that of the Ain. The Jama given in the 
Nainsi of the Parganas which he possessed both in 
Zamindari and Jagir whose total comes to 15/28,00/000 dams 
1. A Contemporary Dutch Chronicle of India, p. 79. 
2. Badshahnama, Vol. 1/ p. 239. 
3. The Badshahnama of Lahori, Vol. I, pp. 238-251; 
Masirul Umara, Vol. !> p. 424. 
4. Munhat Nainsi Khyat/ 1/ Rajasthan Oriental Research 
Institute, Jodhpur, 1960, pp. 127-28. 
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(Rs. 38,20/000) is higher than the jama of the Ain. His 
pay claim against mansab (5000/5000) would have come to no 
more than 5,84,00,000 dams (Rs. 14,60,000) . Thas, his 
income from these Parganas was almost three times of his 
salary claim. The reason for exceeding the j'ama of the 
salary claims, it seems, came from those places which he 
had acquired with the bribery from the Gond chiefs during 
last years of Jahangir. K.K. Trivedi is of the view that 
the contemporary sources are silent on this development 
because no objection was made on the part of emperor 
Jahangir. 
Bir Singh died a natural death in 1627 A.D. in his 
3 . . 4 
temrotry and was succeeded by his son Juj har Singh. 
1. Ain-i-Akbari, tr. and ed by J.H.S. Jarrettee Vol. II, 
pp. 198-200, 210-14; (1949). 
2. For the details of Mansab system during Jahangir's 
period see, Irfan Habib 'The Mansab System, 1595-1637, 
Indian History Congress (1967) Patiala session, 
228-49. 
3. Masirul Umara, Vol. I, p. 424; Cf. A Contemporary 
Dutch Chronicle of India (p. 88), He died in 1626 
A.D. 
4. Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, p. 356 
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CHAPTER - V 
Administration during Bir Singh Deo 
We have hardly any information in any of the 
contemporary or near contemporary Persian sources about 
the administrative system of Bundelkhand during Bir Singh 
Deo. The European travellers also provide no specific 
information in this connection. 
The Mughal official historians and other Persian 
chroniclers considered any discussion on the 
administration of the Bundelas beyond the scope of their 
work apparently because the Mughal emperors granted their 
tributory chiefs complete autonomy in their administrative 
affairs. As a part of their policy towards their 
chieftains the Mughal emperors hadly tried to disturb the 
existing local administration in their respective 
kingdoms. 
Bundelkhand remained most of the time a tributory 
after 
state, /Madhukar Sah accepted the suzereignty of Emperor 
Akbar although temporarily. His son and successor/ Ram Sah 
also acknolwedged the overlordship of Akbar in 1592 A.D, 
During emperor Jahangir's reign Bir Singh Deo throughout 
his life remained a faithful noble and a tributory chief. 
Although the Mughal rulers interfered in the succession by 
granting tika to their favourites, disregarding the claims 
of the eldest son, the gaddi of Orchha passed from one 
5 0 
Bundela chief to other but the kingdom was never annxed 
and the Bundela Kingdom existed as a tributory state. 
Ho/?ever, Bir Charitra, a poetical work by Keshav 
Das, the court poet of Bir Singh Deo provides us a 
detailed information about the- adminmistration prevailing 
during the time of his patron. The details of the above 
said work have not fully been utilised by scholars so far. 
Although, besides other valuable informations like rivalry 
between the family of Bir Singh Deo and Ram Sah for the 
occupation of the gaddi of Orchha, the early exploits of 
Bir Singh Deo, circumstances leading to the murder of Abul 
Fazl and the aftermath, Bir Singh's close relation with 
Prince Salim (later Emperor Jahangir) and so on, which we 
have taken into account in the previous chapters, it also 
provides detailed information about the position and 
obligations of the King, his relation with the officials 
of the kingdom, the nature of polity, the position of the 
officers in heirarchical order, the army administration 
and the administration of justice. 
The element of exaggration in Bir Charitra is 
obvious because of its poetical nature and the personal 
attachment of its author, Keshav Das, to the court of Bir 
Singh Deo. But at the same time, its authenticity can not 
be very much doubted since most of the details, discussed 
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earlier/ are corroborated by contemporary Persian sources 
like the Akbar_nama, and the Tuzuk. Keeping in view all 
these aspects we have taken only those facts which could 
be corroborated or ascertained through historical 
scruitny. In spite of the limitations of the work 
mentioned above/ and in the absence of any other 
contemporary source our discussion on Bir Singh's 
administration is based on the information available in 
Bir Charitra. 
In his Bir Charitra, Keshav Das closely following 
Kautilya mentions the responsibilities and duties of the 
king and his officials which he considered essential for 
the stability of the empire and prosperity of the people. 
He states that the officers perform their duties 
efficiently and honestly as long as the king remains fully 
aware of his obligations. The minister (mantris) and 
officials (adhikari) who are the agencies to implement the 
orders of the ruler must be appointed on the basis of 
ability and without discrimination. They should also be 
feared but in the same way should also be respected by the 
people. The decisions taken by the king should be accepted 
as final; since the king was the wisest man in the kingdom 
1. Bir Charitra/ p. 592. 
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1 
he should be able to distinguish between good and bad. 
The ignorance of the king about the day to day happenings 
within his kingdom and his neighbouring kingdoms result 
into the weakening of his position and ruination of the 
2 
country. 
Keshav Das has justified the maximization and 
concentration of wealth in the person of the king (Bir 
Singh Deo) . As mentioned earlier, during the last years 
of Jahangir's reign Bir Singh extended the boundary of his 
territories and acquired great wealth from the 
neighbouring Zamindars. The author states that a king 
should have more and more wealth at his disposal for 
carryingout administration/ maintaining a large and well 
equipped army, for providing security and capable of 
extending the limits of the kingdom, to distribute alms 
(dan) to the brahmans and the needy people and for the 
4 
construction of religious and public buildings. 
As far as the position of the ministers (mantrin) 
in the administration and their influence on the raja was 
1. BirCharitra, pp. 593-95. 
2. Bir Charitra, p. 596. 
3. Ibid, p. 596. 
4. Bir Charitra, p. 597; The brahmans maintained their 
strong position during the subsequent period also. 
(Maharaja Chhatrasal Bundela, p. 125). 
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concerned, the Purohit (the head priest who was obviously 
a brahman) occupied the highest position. Since the 
religious texts like the Vedas and the Puranas were the 
main sources of inspiration for rules and regulations with 
which the priest was well versed/he not only enjoyed great 
respect of the king but his advice and presence was deemed 
necessary on almost all the important occasions. He 
accompanied the raja in his military compaigns and tours 
in the kingdom. He was also treated as the spiritual head 
of the Bundelas. 
Next to the PUrohit came the commander-in-chief 
(Senapati) and the court poet (Kaviraj) respectively. The 
other ministers (mantrins) with different offices enjoyed 
of 
their position on the basis/their powers and jurisdictionc-.-
A number of informers (doots or guptchar) directly 
appointed by the king kept him informed of the 
developments inside and outside his kingdom. They conveyed 
the messages to the king in his personal apartment in 
were 
which they/allowed to enter but without arms. Brave and 
faithful soldiers were appointed as bodyguards 
2 (ang-rakshaks) of the King. 
Bir Singh Deo used to hold imperial darbar 
(raj-darbar) regularly. The leading officers (adhikari) of 
1. Bir Charitra, pp. 567,83,96. 
2. Bir Charitra, p. 596. 
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kingdom were supposed to be present on the occasion and it 
was their duty to acquint the king with the happenings in 
their respective departments. The general masses were at 
liberty to make the complaints/ if they had against any of 
the official of their region. The proceedings of the 
darbar were recorded by official record keepers (lekhak 
and lipikar). During the concluding hours of the darbar 
the king used to issue orders in the name of concerned 
officials for the implementation of decisions taken. 
Another important function at the darbar was to give award 
to those ministers who had rendered valuable services to 
2 
the kingdom and punish those who had been proved guilty. 
For the administrative convenience Bir Singh 
divided his whole kingdom into thirteen divisions 
(mandals). Each division was generally assigned in Jagir 
to the princes of royal blood or at least the members of 
other important Bundela chiefs who were directly 
responsible to Bir Singh Deo. They provided a definite 
quota of troops and accompanied him on military compaigns. 
1. Bir Charitra,pp. 596-97. 
2. Ibid/ pp. 596-97. 
3. Ibid, p. 612; The practice of assigning jagirs 
prefe rably to the members of royla family of the 
Bundela was also maintained during the subsequent 
period. See, The Lifes and Times of Maharaja 
Chhatrasal Bundela, p. 125. 
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Army Organization 
Keshav Das' s account is not only very brief but 
hardly provides any insight in the army organization of 
Bir Singh Deo. He mainly speaks about Bir Singh Dec's 
cavalary. But he does not provide any specific details 
about the numerical strength of the cavalary maintained by 
Bir Singh Deo and other Bundela chiefs. However, he 
provides us interesting information about different breed 
of horses maintained by the Bundela Chief. Bir Singh had 
in his possession a number of good breeds of horses like 
Kumait/ a special variety of horse, Kurg, kuhi, kararia, 
Kachhahi/ Kandari (Qandhari), Badakshi (the horses from 
Badakshan who were brown in colour), Khurasani, gurji 
(Irani horse), girad (Khurdistani horse), Jadru and 
Sandali, Balanke (the horses from Balk), Baluchi (the 
horses from Baluchistan). He further states that the 
Turkish horses were the best because they did not get 
tired very soon and were very useful for crossing rivers 
2 
etc. Bhim Sen while narrating a brief history of the 
1. Bir Charitra, p. 553. 
2. Bir Charitra/ p. 594; Ain-i-Akbari also provides 
detailed information about the breeds of horses and 
their maintenance during Emperor Akbar's time. Most of 
the breeds of horses kept by the Bundela chiefs are 
also corroborated by Ain (Ain-i-Akbari, Vol. I, pp. 
140-50). 
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Bundelas mentions that Bir Singh Deo had about 20,000 
soldiers under his command. Except this reference we get 
no other information about Bir Singh's army organization. 
Althouh as a Mughal mansabdar of 5000/5000 he must have 
maintained his full quota of troops and fulfilled other 
military obligations. 
Justice 
According to Keshav Das, both the punishment and 
rewards were awarded in accordance with the provisions in 
the Vedas and the Purans during the time of Bir Singh Deo. 
He mentions that none was spared if proved guilty and 
that justice was dispensed irrespective of positon and 
birth. But he contradicts his statement by referring that 
the Brahmans, parent, teachers, patient and orphans were 
generally not punished. Keshav Das adds that the injustice 
leads to the unpopularity of the King, suppression of the 
masses and the peasants, devastation of the territory and 
2 
finally the bankruptcy of the treasury. He refers to 
various types of punishments prevalent during the time of 
Bir Singh Deo. These were confiscation of the property, 
exile, amputing ' some parts of body, capital punishment 
1. Nuskha-i-Dilkusha, p. 04. 
2. Bir Charitra, p. 598. 
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etc. If Keshav Das is to be believed/ the punishment was 
so severe that most of the thieves, robbers and other 
ciriminals either left their home and moved to other 
places or gave up such professions. The result was peace 
and prosperity throughout the country of the Bundelas and 
the people lived without fear. 
The above brief discussion on the administration of 
Bir Singh Deo clearly indicates that he organized his 
administration mainly on the basis of traditional Hindu 
administrative system. However, some traces of the Mughal 
administrative system could also be noticed, but the 
information about administration, as mentioned above, 
availble to us is so little that we can not be specific 
about any thing. 
1. Bir Charitra, pp. 598-99. 
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CHAPTER - VI 
Art and Architecture 
Jahangir like his predecessor followed broadly 
liberal religious policy. The Mughal nobles irrespective 
of their religious believes were permitted to construct 
religious as well as public and private buildings. Bir 
Singh Deo spent a large amount of wealth in the 
construction of a number of temples, forts, palaces, 
tanks, lakes and dams in the Bundelkhand region and its 
. . . . 1 
adjoining areas. 
Mathura like other religious centres such as 
Banaras and Puri was an important Centre of Hindu 
pilgrimage, and attracted a large number of pilgrims round 
the year in our period also. Emperor Akbar himself visited 
the place (Mathura) in 1563 A.D. and was so much impressed 
by its holyness that he abolished pilgrim tax then and 
2 
there. Bir Singh Deowho was a deeply religious person 
constructed a magnificent temple of Krishna, Knov;n as 
the Keshav D_va temple. The temple was named after his 
court poet, Keshav Das,the author of Bir Charitra, at 
1. Iqbalnama-i-Jahangiri, p. 363; Zakhiratul Khawanin, 
Vol. II, p. 61. 
2. Akbarnama, Vol.11, reprint, 1979, pp. 294-95; 
Ain~i-Akbari, Vol. Ill, p. 335. 
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Katra on the bank of the Yamuna river in Mathura district. 
According to Masirul-Umara, about thirty three lakhs of 
rupees were spent in the construction and beautification 
2 
of this temple. 
Travernier who visited the above mentioned temple 
have left a detailed description. According to him, the 
temple was constructed in the centre of an oblong enclosure 
which was 804 feet in length and 653 feet in breath. About 
the size of the building, he says that the structure was 
so high (specially the dome of the diety hall called 
garbha-griha) that it could be seen from a distance of 
3 
roughly five or six Kos . It was mainly made of red sand 
stone, a common material for the construction of the 
buildings during the medieval period, which was easily 
available from or near Agra. He further states "it was set 
on a large octagonal platform, which was all covered with 
cut stone, and had round about it many kinds of animals, 
particularly monkeys, in relief. The temple, however, only 
occupied half the platform, the other half making a grand 
1. Travels in India, of Travernier, tr., V. Ball, ed., 
William Crooke, Vol. II, second edition, 1977, p. 187; 
Masirul-Umara, Vol. I, p. 424. 
2. Masirul-Umara, Vol. I, p. 424; Cf. Umra-i-Hunud, p- 350, 
fourty three lakhs of rupees were spent on its 
construction. 
3. Travels in India, Vol. II, p. 187. 
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square in front. As one of the general features of the 
temple architecture, it was in the form of a cross and had 
a big dome in the middle supported by two rather smaller 
domes at the end. Outside, the building was covered from 
top to bottom with figure? of different types of animals 
such as rams, monkeys and elephants, carved in stone; and 
all round there were nothing but niches occupied by 
various rooster. The temple had only one entrance (gate), 
which was very lofty, with many columns of images of men 
and beasts on either side. The choir was enclosed by a 
screen composed of stone pillars, five or six inches in 
2 diametre. Outside, the screen was entirely enclosed". On 
paying some amount of money to one of the brahmans of the 
temple, the traveller was allowed to enter the 
garbha-griha, the main hall in which the diety was placed, 
and to have a view of the idol from beyond the screen. He 
further adds that on a square raised platform covered with 
'old gold' and 'silver brocade' the statue of the Krishna 
was placed. Only the head of the image was visible which 
was made of very black marble with two rubies used for 
eyes. No other part of the idol was open but covered with 
1. Travels in India, Vol. II, p. 188. 
2. Ibid- p.188. 
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an embroidered robe of red valvet. About idol Travernier 
writes/ "the image is the mostly highly venerated of all 
the images of Krishna." If he is to be believed, the 
temple of Keshav Das had lost its importance by the time 
the traveller visited the site (during the second half of 
the 17th century), and was not held in very high 
venetration by the Hindus on account of the change of the 
course of the Yamuna river. The river instead of flowing 
2 
close to the temple was now flowing half a leage away. 
Another important temple was constructed by Bir 
Singh Deo at Orchha, the capital city of the Bundelas, 
which according to Bir Charitra could be compared to 
3 
Banaras for its lofty temples. This temple is located near 
the Orchha palace. A large amount was spent on its 
construction and making it magnificient. He also 
constructed the Devala (temple) of Vishwanath in Kashi and 
4 
the passage and gateways of Dwarka. 
In imitation of imperial Mughal policy of making 
huge land grants to religious divines and spending large 
1. Travels in India, Vol. ii, pp. 188-89. 
2. 3bid, Vol. II, p. 187. 
3. Bir Charitra, p. 557; Masirul Umara, Vol. I, p. 424. 
4. Nuskha-i-Dilk- usha, ed. V.G.Khobrekar, 1972, p. 4. 
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sums of money in construction of religious places/ the 
Mughal nobles and tributory chiefs also followed this 
practice. Bir Singh Deo Bundela not only spent huge 
amount in construction of temples, he also granted 
villages to Brahmans. Besides that he used to give 
thousands of cows and thousands of tola of silver coin to 
2 
Brahmans. If we make a total of the expenditure incurred 
on religious matters, it would appear that a substantial 
portion of states income was spent only on it. 
Besides temples, Bir Singh Deo also constructed a 
number of forts and palaces. He built a strong fort known 
as Balwantsagar at Jhansi. Although the present fort, 
Mauj-mahal, is a new construction but certain portion of 
the old fort is still in existence. He constructed two 
3 
other forts at Dhamoni and Karhara. The beautiful palaces 
4 
at Datia and Orchha were also built by him. 
The palace at Datiya in Bundelkhand region was used 
a permanent hunting camp. Besides the palace a number of 
1. Bir Charitra, pp. 557-62. 
2. Zakhiratul-Khawanin, Vol.11, p. 364. 
3. Bir Charitra, pp. 551, 557-58; Imperial Gazetteer of 
India pp. 70-71; Jhansi Gazetteer, p. 44. 
4. A History of India and Eastern Architecture, by James 
Furgusson, ed., James Burges and R. Phene Spires, Vol. 
II, First reprint, 1994, 173. 
5. Nuskha-i-Dilkusha, p. 4. 
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other buildings were also constructed which apread over 
the area of a hundred square feet or more. The palace with 
several storeys of buildings is distinguished from the 
other buildings of the area mainly on the basis of its 
adequate relief and different outlined features.The prime 
source material of construction of the building is 
granite. The palace is raised on a vaulted terrace about 
40ft. high. The first two storeys of the building with 
their big halls and arched roofs supported by pillars, 
nearly covers most of the area. But the main architectural 
defect of the structure is that these building are 
inadequately lighted, as the windows were constructed only 
on the front part. The next two storeys are round and 
circular containing a terrace which gives rise to a square 
tower comprising of four storeys. This tower includes 
family apartment which are crowned by the central dome 
which is 140 feet high from the terrace. The garden 
attached to the palace spreading from the palace to the 
lake, and the tombs opposite to the lake made up a 
2 
architectural wonders. Later on, a number of other 
residential buildings were constructed by Dalpat Rao 
3 
Bundela at Datia. 
1. A History of India and Eastern Architecture, Vol.11, 
pp. 173-74. 
2. I b i d , 175 . 
3 . NU3kha- i -Di lkusha , p . 04 . 
6B 
Bir Singh Deo also built a large palace at Orchiia, 
the capital of Bundela state. About the building furgusson 
comments "is of a much more varied outline than that at 
Datiya, and with its domes and gateways makes up pictures 
que a combination as can well be found anywhere. Built by 
the same Raja (.Bir Singh], it is too modern for much 
purity of detail, but than in a residence is less 
objectionable than it would be in a temple, or m an 
edifice devoted to any higher purpose." 
Bir Singh also took interest in the construction of 
structures for public welfare. Geographical condition of 
Bundelkhand was not very suitable for agriculture. Besides 
the land being hilly there was perpetual shortage of water 
because of scanty rainfall. In spite of these limitations 
agriculture remained main occupation of the people and 
land revenue the main source of income of the state. 
Therefore Bir Singh Deo made consistent efforts to 
provide irrigation facilities to boost agricultural pro-
duction. He constructed more than three hundred tanks and 
a number of dams in his state. Among the large tanks built 
by him were Shersagar, which had a circumference of 5*2 
1. A History of India and Eastern Architecture, p. 175 
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royal Kos and Samandrasagar, wHich was 20 Kos round. Bir 
charitra mentions that Bir Singh Deo constructed two other 
large tanks, namely Birsagar in Jahangirpur district vin 
Uttar Pradeshj and Bijaysagari.which was the largest of all 
the tanks constructed by him) situated at about three 
2 
miles east of Maheba. A number of terraced-dams across 
hill streams were also constructed by him. With the 
construction of these dams and lakes agricultural 
production considerably increased in his kingdom. Besides, 
providing irrigation facilities to farmers' these dams 
defended the country of the Bundelas in times of external 
invasion; an enemy could be deprived of its source of 
water and an encampment swept off clean overnight by 
3 
destroying a few of these dams. 
1. Masirul-Umara, Vol. I, pp. 424-25; History of 
Bundelkhand, V.A. Smith, Asiatic Scoiety of Bengal 
journal, 1902, p. 114. 
2. Bir Charitra, pp. 547,74; The site Maheba was situated 
few miles away from Orchha. It should not be confused 
with Mahoba located in Madhya Pradesh. 
Sher Shah and His Times, p. 430 
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CONCLUSION 
The early history of the Bundelas clearly indicates 
that they could not make themselves as an important class 
of ruling dynasties. Under the pressure of other more 
powerful neighbours they had to move from one place to 
other for their survival and identity. They even failed to 
carve out an independent principality for themselve before 
1531 A.D. Even after the establishment of their 
independent rule at Orchha in Bundelkhand region by Rudra 
Pradap his successors could maintain their position only 
because of the political turmoil and weak positon of Delhi' 
emperors. Similarly, Raja Madhukar's success in extending the 
boundaries of his kingdom during the early years of 
Emperor Akbar's reign was the result of the confusion and 
chaos at the Mughal court. Besides that in the begining of 
Akbar's reign in spite of their strong presence in the 
suburbs of Agra, the Bundelas were not taken seriously by 
the Mughals. But taking advantage of the involvement of 
Akbar In other pressing problems. Raja Madhukar raided 
imperial territories and extaided the boundaries of his 
Kingdom and consolidated his position immensily. The^  
presence of the Rajputs of Ajmer Suba who looked down the 
Bundela Rajputs as socially and culturally inferior may 
have prevented Akbar to establish friendly relation with 
69 
them. Consequently, regular battles were fought between 
the imperial army and the Bundelas with only temporary 
truce. 
The murder of Abul Fazl in 1602 A.D. by Bir Singh 
Deo may be treated as a turning point in the history of 
the Bundelas. From this time and specially after the 
accession of Jahangir the study of the Mughal nobility 
would be incomplete without a discussion on the Bundelas. 
After the accession, as promised earlier, Jahangir 
specially favoured Bir Singh Deo and promoted him to the 
rank of 3000 in 1605 A.D. and within fifteen years (1621 
A.D.) he was raised to the rank of 5000/5000 and awarded 
the title of Maharaja. But promotion of a new class of 
Rajputs to such a higher position was resented not only by 
Kachhwahasand other clans of Rajputs of Ajmer Suba but 
also by Turanis apparentely on account of the murder of 
Abul Fazl and the political development arising out of the 
accession crisis. Although Bir Singh Dec's position 
remained unchanged but Bundelas in general were not 
admitted in large numbers like the Rajputs of Ajmer Suba. 
So far as the service of Bir Singh Deo to the 
Mughal empire is concerned it can hardly be ignored. 
Jahangir had so much trust in him that in almost all 
important compaigns he was pressed in service. He 
successfully served the Mughals against the Rana of Mewar 
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and Malik Amber in the Deccan. He was also called upon by 
Jahangir to go alongwith the imperial army to recover 
Qandhar. He later on also played an important role in 
suppressing the revolt of Prince Khurram. Jahangir in his 
memoirs specially mentions him for his ability and 
bravery. The loyalty of Bir Singh Deo to the emperor is 
undisputed. He remained loyal to Jahangir from the time he 
joined his service in 1592 A.D. to 1627 A.D. when he 
breathed his last. Besides, Bir Singh Deo also established 
very close relationship with Price Khurram. It is to his 
great credit that he also had good relation with Prince 
Perwez. 
Ar^ ong the Bundelas the family of Bir Singh Deo was 
sepcially favoured by Jahangir. Although Ram Shah was the 
eldest son of Raja Madhukar and had ascended the throne cf 
Or-hha on his deatn and had also been recognised by Akbar, 
but Jahangir removed him from the throne of Orchha and 
enthroned his favourite Bir Singh Deo.Ram Shah strongly 
sented the decision of the Emperor' and as hehad 
considerable following he openly rebelled. With the 
support of the imperial army Bir Singh Deo suppressed the 
rebels; but on the advice of the Emperor and on his own 
adopted a conciliatory policy towards the rebels. Ram Shah 
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was admitted in the Mughal service and to instill confidence in 
him as a mark of great favour Jahangir married his 
daughter in 1609 A.D. Other Bundela chiefs who had 
supported Ram Shah during the period of rebellion were 
also pardoned and admitted in service. However they* were 
neither given high ranks nor important offices. Bir Singh 
and his family continued to enjoy unique position among 
the Bundelas.When Bir Singh Deo died in 1627 A.D.Jahangir 
recognised his eldest son Jujhar Singh as the ruler of 
Orchha disregarding the claims of Ram Shah's branch. 
However/ our study shows that inspite of Bir Singh 
Deo enjoying a high position at the Mughal Court by 
holding the rank of 5000/5000 and closeness to the Emperor 
he was never appointed to any high office at the Central 
Government. He was also never considered for the office of 
provincial governor. Not only that he was never entrusted 
the independent command of the Mughal army in any of the 
important compaigns. He always served in a subordinate 
position. 
It appears that the Bundelas continued to be look^ 
down as socially inferior and not acceptable to large 
section of the Mughal nobility. The Rajputs were not ready 
to accept them as their equal, whether their reasons were 
valid or. not we are not concerned with it but actualy the 
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consideration may have been material. Probably they 
thought that if Bundelas in general will be admitted in 
Mughal service it would be at the expense of the Rajputs 
of Rajputana. Besides that because of the past history of 
the Bundelas which was not very glorious and subsequently 
Abul Fazl's murder in which Sir Singh Deo acted as paid 
assassin Bir Singh Deo could not form a strong group at 
the Court to promote his cause. 
During Bir Singh Dec's about twenty one year rule 
over Orchha there was complete peace in the region. Free 
from internal trouble and his close relations with the 
Mughal Emperor and Princes, he expanded his Kindom at the 
expanse of his neighbouring chiefs. 
******** 
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